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sessed princes were to be indemnified in Germany, and
Austria was to be compensated with Salzburg and a slice
of Bavaria*

The Treaty of Campo-Formio was at once a triumph for
Bonaparte and a real satisfaction to Austria. Bonaparte
had won for France the ' scientific frontier ' (the Rhine, the
Alps and the Pyrenees), for which Richelieu and Louis XIV
had sighed and fought in vain ; he had acquired Savoy and
Nice ; he had established the domination of France in Italy
and in Holland ; and he had planted the French flag in the
Ionian isles. Austria, on the other hand, gained much and
lost little that she cared to keep. Despite defeat, her posi-
tion remained unexpectedly advantageous.

That Bonaparte deliberately spared and even caressed
Austria at Campo-Formio there can be no doubt. He was
already fl}ring at higher game.

The acquisition of the Ionian isles by France is the key
to Bonaparte's policy. They were a stepping-stone to
Egypt, and Egypt, as Bonaparte believed, was the key to
the conflict between France and England. ' Really to des-
troy England ', he wrote in August 1797, ' we must make
ourselves masters of Egypt.' What were his chances of
success ?

The French conquest of Holland in 1795 led England, as
we have seen, to concentrate her efforts on the maritime
NAPOLEON an^ colonial struggle. After the establish-
ment of the Batavian Republic Holland be-

AND ENGLAND came ^o QJJ jj^ents a^ purposes a dependency
of France. England, therefore, promptly declared war upon
her, and as a result many of the Dutch colonies fell into
British hands. Cape Colony was occupied hi 1795 : Malacca,
Ceylon and part of the West Indies were conquered in the
same year. Spain also threw in her lot with France
and with similar results. For a maritime Power to enter
into alliance at this juncture with France was merely to
expose itself and its colonies to the attaflc of the British
Navy. Thus Spain's declaration of war was immediately
followed by the loss of Trinidad and by the annihilation of